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Creatment of gracture of tbe.: 
gemur in tbe rt;lewrp Born. 

Dr. J. 'Shaw Lyttle describes in the British 
MedicaZ Journal a method of treating fracture of 
-the femur in a newly born infant. He writes : - 
,So far back as seventeen or eighteen years ago I 
wm asked one day to see a baby whose femur had 
.been fractured during delivery a fev hours pre- 
viously. On extending the leg the short upper 
fragment projected anteriorly, and 1 saw that 
neiiiher extension nor splints would serve any pur- 
pose. So I flexed the leg on the abdomefi, with 
the knee extended, ' as described by Dr. Edmond- 
.son, and bandaged it to  the body. The result was 
most, satisfactory, there being no shortening, and 
*hat baby is now a smart, active young woman. 

Ghe 3nfurp of Sabfee' Eve0 bp 
Direct 51in Glare. 

The injuring of brihies' eyes by direct sun glare 
G!, s?ys American Medicine, an old practice of 
ignorant nurses, or perhaps of equally ignorant 
mothere, carried away with the alleged benefiix of 
.a sun bath. The poor little sufferers are strapped 
in their carriages and kept for hours on their backs 
with the suh pouring down in their faces. It wm 
supposed that the habit waa dying out, but recent 
r6poi+a show that it is still very much * in vogue. 
Physicians have' frequently had. occasion to  call 
attention. to  this brutal practice, and it is evident 
that  more instruction is needed. 

Perhaps .quite a lot of the troubles of early 
,childhvod might be ' traced to  these painful sun 
baths; and i t  is certain that the eye suffers more 
01- less permanent injury. 

. mfbwiferp in 5iirre& - 
DR. SEATON'S REPORT. 

Dr. Seaton, the Medical Officer of Hkalth 
for the administrative County of surreyJ in his 
report for the year 1907, just published, de- 
votes a section to t,he working of the Rlidwives 
Act in the county. 

The main objects of the h t  \vert? to SQCUY0 
that, as far, as possible , every woman should 
be properly attended in childbirth : that by in- 
creased attention to aleanliness a i d  to surgical 
and sanitary precautions, the occurrence of 
puerperal fever should be gradually suppressed ; 
and thab by proper care of newly-born children 
the occurrence of infantile ophthalmia, which 
often leads to blindness, should be prevented. 
In all these respects the report may be re- 
garded as satisfactory. During the year there 
were 190 certified midwives practising in the 
county, and of these the great majoiity were 
described as being cleanly in their habits and 
in their dwellings. They attended 4,798 
women in childbirth, and there were 92 still- 
births among this number. During the ten 
years, 1895-1904, the number of cases of puer- 
peral fever notified was 278, or an average of 
27.8 per annum; and during the three follow- 
ing years, 1905-1907, when the Act was in 
operation, the number was 66, or an average 
of 22 per annum. Hence, although the 
number of births in the county has increased 
(although not in proportion to the population), 
the number of puerperal fever cases has been 
reducer3 by nearly 2O.per cent. ; while infan- 
tile ophthalmia is said to have been '' of very 
rare occurrence." T&re are still about 70 
uncerbified midwives practising in the county, 
who will be practically legalised until April 1, 
1910, after which, date they will be suppressed. 
The report declares that the replacement of 
these persons by younger women, practised in 
midwifery as now taught, would mean a 
diminished child-birth death-rate and a 
diminished infant mortality; but it is at 
present by no means clear how the future 
wants of the community are to be supplied. 
In many districts it cannot possibly pay a corn- 
petenfj midwife to establish herself unless she 
is subsidised by a national or cofinty associa- 
tion. Dr. Seaton is of opinion that, unless 
numerous subscriptions to county nursing 8s- 
sociations are forthcoming, there will be great 
danger either of the Poor Law provisions 
having to be considerably extended at the cost 
of the ratepayers, so that midwives may be 
partly State supported, or of the provisions of 
the Midwives Act being frustrated through a 
lack of supply of competent women. 
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